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OPOGRAPHY and enquiries into our National Antiquities have been 
much cultivated of late years; and the County-Hiſtories, that have been 
publiſhed, have met with general approbation.—To know the origin, increaſe 
and flouriſhing ſtate of commercial Cities, is not Jeſs pleaſing, and is perhaps 
more intereſting to readers in general, by ſhewing the progreſs of population, 
the riſe of manuſattorics and of trade foreign and domeſtic, the improvements 
of navigation and commercial intercourſe, &c. which bring together a number 
of inhabitants to form and increale a City. 


Every attempt of an Hiſtory of Briſtol has hitherto been fruſtrated, either 
through the death of the undertaker, want of encouragement or of materials, 
not to be collected without much difficulty and expence ; the toilſome ſtudy of 
one man being ſcarce ſufficient to make the neceſſary collections. Beſides the 
ſhort and incompleat accounts of it in Leland and Cambden, the manuſcript 
of William of Worceſter written in 1480, give us the carlieſt deſcription however 
rude and defeQive, though the public are obliged to the learned and ingenious 
Mr. Neſmith for decyphering and lately publiſhing it. About the year 1719 
Richard Haynes, Eſq; a learned and worthy Citizen began collecting from the 
City-records whatever he could meet with curious and inſtructive relative to 
the hiſtory and antiquities of this City, and made large extracts from ancient 
manuſcript books and papers depoſited in the offices at the Council-Houſe, (to 
which he had free acceſs) and in the old cheſts then in the Guildhall—theſe being 
copied juſt as they occurred, out of various books and papers on ſubjetts too as 
various and unconnedted, were left in this confuſed ſtate at his death. Thomas 
Earl, Eſq; of Weſt Harptree in Somerſetſhire, a very intelligent Gentleman 
of the Law and lover of antiquities, communicated to Mr. Haynes many curious 
notices, as did the Rev. Mr. Furney out of the regiſters of Worcefter, which were 
depoſited in Lambeth library. Thele papers however imperfect were not, as 
is too common a caſe, diſperſed and loſt, but carefully locked up for many 
years, till Richard Haynes, Eſq; at my requeſt very generouſly favored me with 
the uſe of his Grandfather's papers ; and the late Biſhop of Briſtol, the learned 
Dr. Newton, procured for me Mr. Furney's, 


Mr. Hook was the next undertaker, who promiſed much, but, though very 
capable, as he poſſeſſed few materials for ſuch a work, his undertaking dropt of 
courſe. Mr. Alexander Morgan about the year 1750 became a very laborious 
collector, from the records and old books in the ſeveral Veſtries as well as the 
Chamber of Briſtol, tranſcribing many Latin Deeds (which alone make two 
large volumes in folio cloſe wrote) and this with the greateſt exaftneſs and 
fidelity, Upon his death all theſe papers fell into my hands by purchaſe, 
merely to prevent what had been collected with ſo much toil and induſtry from 
being loſt. Having myſelf then neither time nor inclination to engage in a 
work ſo laborious, I wiſhed to leave it to ſome perſon of greater leiſure and 
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abilities—Much alſo was ſtill wanting to compleat the collections neceſſary. 
Not finding a proper perſon inclined to undertake the taſk, I continued 
occaſionally to improve the work as time would permit, and by meeting in my 
reſearches afterwards with other manuſcripts through my intercourſe with 
families in the line of my profeſſion, and by having the record-offices and public 
libraries ſearched for this purpoſe, much was now added to the large ſtore 
already amaſſed; though any future communication will be attended to and 


duly acknowledged. 


Diſſatisfied, and uninformed by any about the origin or firſt riſe of the City, 
involved as it muſt be in the obſcurity of remote times, the candour of the 
reader may be hoped for in forming a judgment of the reaſoning on that head. 
Something will be expected concerning the much diſputed Rowley, and the poems 
and writings under that name : among ſo many worthy and ingenious men 
engaged on both ſides in this controverſy, 


Haud noſtrum eſt tantas componere Lites. 


They will find here ſome extracts from manuſcripts under that name, which 
mult claim the attention of the curious : theſe, being faithful copies of the 
ſuppoſed. original parchments, are ſubmitted with the reſt to the judgment 
of the reader, 
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SUMMAKY OF THE WORK. 


The or161N of the City, the names it bore—1ts late in the Bx1ti8n, Roman and 
SAxoN fimes—ils preſent improved ſtate, with three engraved plans of it at afferent periods 
its civil government, and the powers, &c. of the CorroraTion by Charter—tts 
trade to foreign parts, manufattories, population, Sc. this forms the general Hiſtory: 
— The particular begins with the Caſtle, its orign and hiſtory from the earlieſt 
account to its demolition by O. Cromwell, with all its Lord-Wardens, &c.—:t proceeds 


with the Monaſtery of St. Auguſtin, its foundation, Abbots, Sc. till the diſſolution by 


Henry 8th and his converting it into a Biſhop's See, with the names and ſome anecdotes 
of the Biſhops and dignitaries to the preſent time, Then follows the hiſtory of the yrx10R v 
and church of St. Mark or GaunTs of BiLLESWYKE, with that of the ſociety of 
Bonnes Hommes there, with the maſters of that houſe—The church and pariſh of St. 
AucusTin the lefs with the Carmelite Friery ere Tie church and pariſh of St, 
Michael with the Hoſpital of St. Bartholomew and the nunnery of MacDALEtNSs 
there—The church and pariſh of St. James with the yx1ORY there, à cell to 
Tewkeſbury Abby—The church and pariſh of the Holy Trinity or Chriſt Church (at 
this lime rebuilding) with the houſe of the fraternity of the CaLENVDARIES there, 
inſtituted before the conqueſt for the converſion of Fews—The church of St. Mary 
Redclift, and its founder the great and worthy Mr. Cannings—and jo of the ſeveral 
churches with the principal monumental inſcriptions, arms, Sc. and of the pariſhes in 
order with the Frieries, Hoſpitals, Alms Houſes, Schools, and Public Buildings, 


Sc. as they occur in each parochial diſtri#,—Next will follow a ſhort biographical 


account of ſome Briſtol men, difpguiſhed as men of letters, or of virtuous and fingular 
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The Ax AIs of the city will conclude the work : in which will be given a correft Aft 

of the Prepoſitors, Mayors, Bailiffs, Sheriffs, and under each year a ſhort note of 

ſuch public works, that have taken place, and ſuch occurrences and tranſattions, which were 
not before noticed ; and abſtrafts of the City Charters, which have been granted from 

time to time by ſeveral Kings and Queens, — The Hiſtory may thus hereafter till proceed by 

any one continuing theſe annals at the end of the book, and noting down all future 
occurrences, alterations, and accounts of additional buildings, Sc. by which means a very 

Juſt objeflion to our Loc AL hiſtories will be obviated, namely, that the place in time becomes 


ſo much altered, as to be ſcarce the ſame as when its hiſtory was firſt written, 


This work has long waited for an auſpicious hour to be ſent to the preſs. 
Our CounTy-HisTor1zts, compiled with much ſtudy and long toil, and 
attended with very great expence in the printing, publiſhing and engravings, 
have been juſtly conſidered as public works; have been promoted by public 
patronage, and at length produced to the world by a public ſubſcription. 


This is now offered in the ſame way, which, it is hoped, will meet the 
approbation of the public and my fellow citizens. 


WILLIAM BARRETT. 


WxrAxaL, near Bx1sTOL, Feb, 20, 1788, 
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